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These words call up an image of an ethnic, industrial town whose skyline is thick with smokestacks

and steeples, a place whose character can be summed up in another "B" word: blue-collar. It's true

that Milwaukee's German accent was unmistakable in the 1880s; it was the Beer Capital of the

World; and it's the home of the steam shovels that dug the Panama Canal the engines that powered

the New York City subway system, and the motorcycles that made Harley-Davidson an American

legend.But the stereotypes don't begin to convey the richness of Milwaukee's past. They don't

describe the five citizens killed by the state militia as they marched for the eight-hour day. The

Jewish community leader who wrote The Settlement Cookbook. The Italian priest who led the local

crusade for civil rights in the 1960s. The railroad promoter who bribed an entire state legislature.

The Socialists who made Milwaukee the best-governed big city in America. Allis-Chalmers and

Pabst Blue Ribbon. Summerfest and Irish Fest. Golda Meir. Carl Sandburg. Robin Yount.The

Making of Milwaukee tells all those stories and a great many more. Well-written, superbly organized,

and lavishly illustrated, it is sure to be the standard reference for many years to come.
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For anyone who has lived in Milwaukee or has ancestors who have lived there, this book is

definitely a "must read". What makes it so interesting and informative, apart from the author's lucid

and refreshing style, is the liberal use of photographs of persons, places, things and events

representing the era being described, as well as, numerous maps and charts clarifying the subject

matter. We found it helpful to have a street map of Milwaukee, which we frequently referred to. By



the effective use of illustrations on almost every page to illuminate the text material, author Gurda

has succeeded in producing as close to a "living history" as a book can become. Beginning with the

area's first native inhabitants encountered by French fur traders Jacques Vieau and Solomon

Juneau near the confluence of the Milwaukee, Menomonee and Kinnickinnic rivers where they

empty into Lake Michigan, the author fashions a detailed and colorful mosaic of Milwaukee's history

down to the close of the twentieth century. In the second half of the nineteenth century the

population of the city grew rapidly as immigrants from Europe sought escape from political

persecution and successive crop failures. Most of the new arrivals were from Germany and they

were very successful in transferring their customs and culture to their adopted city. Milwaukee

reigned as the nation's "Deutsch Athen" until the beginning of World War I. "Gemutlichkeit", a cozy

atmosphere for making one's self at home, became Milwaukee's trademark. The city's Teutonic

influence was apparent in its beer gardens, choral and gymnastic societies, stage productions and

German language newspapers, as well as in the thrift and industry characteristic of its workers.
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